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1  Learn more about our facilitators

Instructional Strategies
NE

W A Data-Driven Instruction 
Workshop for People Who Are 
Afraid of Numbers
Presenter(s): Marc Cicchino & 
Virginia Senande
Tentatively Scheduled for October 19, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades 4-12

If you see the value in systematically using data to in-
form your instruction, but you cringe every time you 
think of doing the math on your SGO, this workshop is 
for you! Explore multiple forms of data (beyond num-
bers and test scores), digital tools for streamlining 
the collection and analysis of data, and best practices 
for putting that data to work in your classroom. Join 
other educators to discuss strategies for how data 
can be used to personalize instruction for individual 
students, easily measure individual students’ growth, 
and easily keep all interested parties (students & par-
ents) informed. 

*Note: Participants are expected to bring a laptop, 
and are strongly encouraged to bring a Google Sheet 
containing authentic student data for the purposes of 
conducting a meaningful analysis.

Asking Better Questions
Presenter(s): Kimberly Weber
Tentatively Scheduled for Grades 6-12: November 30, 
2018 & Grades Pre-K-5: December 11, 2018

The year-end goal for students is mastery of the skills 
defined in the New Jersey Student Learning Stan-
dards (NJSLS). Effective questioning is an integral tool 
for monitoring learning and adjusting instruction to 
improve student achievement. This workshop is the 
perfect opportunity for teachers who are continually 
seeking to enhance their classroom engagement with 
leveled questions and productive student responses. 
Teachers will reflect on the how, when and why of 
questions in their classrooms. Models of questioning 
strategies, engaging activities, and empowering ex-
amples will assist teachers with classroom discourse 
and assessment.

Assessment: Strategies for Design
Presenter(s): Amy Brown & Virginia Senande
Tentatively Scheduled for Grades Pre-K-5: March 19, 
2019 & Grades 6-12: March 21, 2019, Additional 
Date: March 28, 2019

Classroom assessment has been shown to be one 
of the most powerful factors for enhancing student 
learning. However, assessment must have a direct 
correlation to learning goals in order to be valid in-
dicators of learning. This workshop will provide op-
portunities for teachers to reflect on their use of as-
sessments and examine a continuum of assessments 
to affect student learning. Participants will work with 
colleagues to enhance expertise in designing assess-
ments that provide the critical evidence that students 
really understand the important ideas and processes 
contained in the curriculum. Educators will have the 
opportunity to boost their assessment literacy and 
impact. Time will be devoted to assessment design 
within your content area, as well as the use of tech-
nology in assessment.

Blended Learning I: Leveraging 
Technology in the Classroom
Presenter(s): Jeffrey Krapels 
Tentatively Scheduled for November 29, 2018
ADDITIONAL DATE ADDED: December 17, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-12

By most definitions, a blended learning classroom is 
one that combines the features of a traditional class-
room and an online classroom, allowing students 
some measure of autonomy in the pace and place of 
their learning. With the myriad of technological tools 
at teachers’ disposal, creating a blended learning 
environment is more possible than it ever has been 
before! In this workshop, educators will have the op-
portunity to hear about one teacher’s successes and 
failures during his process of trying to create a blend-
ed learning environment for his students. Participants 
will also have time to explore and practice using the 
various technology tools that can help facilitate this 
kind of classroom. 

WORKSHOP NOT RUNNING

http://www.nvnet.org/regional_curriculum_office/professional_learning/facilitators
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Instructional Strategies                                                                         2018-19
NE

W Blended Learning II: Focusing on 
Station-Rotation to Reimagine Old 
Lessons and Create New Ones
Presenter(s): Jeffrey Krapels 
Tentatively Scheduled for March 18, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-12

After spending time learning about the different 
models of Blended Learning, this workshop will focus 
on one particular model: the station-rotation model. 
Participants will work together and alongside the fa-
cilitator to rethink tried-and-true lessons, looking for 
ways to deliver them through the station-rotation 
model. Time will be dedicated to considering upcom-
ing lessons that may be best delivered through blend-
ed learning models. Finally, participants will revisit 
some of the technology tools from Blended Learning I 
and explore new ones that will aid teachers in their 
pursuits. 

*Note: Blended Learning I: Leveraging Technology in 
the Classroom is a prerequisite for this workshop.

Brain Research and Implications 
for Teaching and Learning
Presenter(s): Patricia Raupers 
Tentatively Scheduled for October 18, 2018
ADDITIONAL DATE ADDED: December 19, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

While there is still much more to learn about the 
workings of the human brain, current information 
about the functioning of the mind can enhance in-
structional decisions made by educators. This work-
shop is designed to serve as an overview of recent 
research findings about the learning brain coupled 
with practical teaching strategies to improve student 
readiness to learn and long-term retention of import-
ant information and skills.

*Note: 0.5 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level; Related area).

Effective Homework: What, Why, 
and How?
Presenter(s): Kelly Stevens
Tentatively Scheduled for Grades 6-12: November 16, 
2018 & Grades Pre-K-5: November 27, 2018

In today’s educational world, homework is a concept 
that inspires many different opinions. What can edu-
cators do to make the homework we assign our stu-
dents valuable? This workshop will look at research 
around designing effective homework, as well as 
tools that can be utilized to create assignments that 
will be beneficial and engaging for students. 

Enhancing the Memory Process
Presenter(s): Patricia Raupers 
Tentatively Scheduled for January 15, 2019
ADDITIONAL DATE ADDED: December 6, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-12

The process of making and retrieving memories has 
fascinated humans for thousands of years. Recent ad-
vances in brain research have led to a deeper under-
standing of the ways that memories are made. This 
workshop will present the research findings and offer 
instructional strategies that enhance learners’ mem-
ories. Time will be included for the development of 
lesson designs that utilize approaches proven to in-
crease retention of important concepts and skills.

*Note: 0.5 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level; Related area).

Game-Based Learning
Presenter(s): Marc Cicchino & Kelly Stevens
Tentatively Scheduled for October 30, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-12

Games are incredibly effective motivators and teach-
ers. Players pay hundreds of dollars to participate in 
challenging scenarios that often immerse them in 50+ 
hours of engagement, while honing specific in-game 
skills. So, how can educators harness the same princi-
ples used by game designers when we develop units 
of study and design our instruction? This workshop 
will explore the “learning principles” offered by video 
games, as well as how those principles can enhance 
student engagement and learning in practical ways. 
Time will be allotted for developing game elements 
that can be used in the classroom setting.

NE
W

http://www.nvnet.org/regional_curriculum_office/professional_learning/facilitators
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NE
W

NE
W

Making Picture Books Come Alive 
Presenter(s): Connie Alcoser & Carol Szurgot 
Tentatively Scheduled for March 15, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K and K

Picture Books are an essential tool in the Pre-K and 
Kindergarten classroom. They provide a multitude of 
opportunities for academic support as well as being 
a tool to develop and enhance a love of reading. This 
workshop will share recently published picture books 
and explore ways in which they can be used as a re-
source throughout the literacy curriculum. Explore 
ideas to help the youngest readers experience the 
magic in books. Time will be given to work collabo-
ratively using these resources and to plan lessons to 
use right away in classrooms.

Meeting Students Where They Are 
& Strategies for Growth
Presenter(s): Amy Brown 
Tentatively Scheduled for Grades 6-12: October 30, 
2018 & Grades Pre-K-5: November 6, 2018

Differentiated Instruction recognizes that a one-size-
fits-all approach to education does not offer the nec-
essary learning opportunities needed for all students 
to succeed in the classroom. This does not mean that 
teachers must create different lessons for all stu-
dents; a differentiated approach offers a supportive 
learning environment for all students. This workshop 
will present a wide range of instructional strate-
gies, techniques, and approaches that teachers use 
to support student learning. Participants will learn 
about the key elements of differentiated instruction, 
tools for digital assessment, and explore resources 
for standards driven learning. Resources, demonstra-
tions, and technology solutions will be included in 
this workshop.

Personalized Learning and 
Student Choice in the Classroom
Presenter(s): AJ Bianco 
Tentatively Scheduled for November 15, 2018
ADDITIONAL DATE ADDED: October 12, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

Participants will engage in a discussion on how per-
sonalized learning and learning menus are imple-
mented within a classroom setting and how they 
help create a powerful student-centered learning ex-
perience. This workshop will explore several different 
methods of how students experience personalized 
learning in their classroom. Options for demonstrat-
ing understanding may include, but are not limited 
to, Websites, Portfolios, Blogs, Podcasts, Videos, Info-
graphics and Slide Shows.

Problem & Project Based Learning
Presenter(s): Marc Cicchino
Tentatively Scheduled for March 8, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 5-12

Looking for a way to bring authentic real world ac-
tivities to your classroom? This workshop will ex-
plore several strategies: Problem-Based Learning as 
a strategy for deepening students’ understanding 
of complex content in a learner-centered and highly 
engaging manner; Project-Based Learning -- and the 
role that projects can play in driving learning, rather 
than as end-of-unit assessments; and the important 
common ground shared by both problem- and proj-
ect-based learning. Participants will examine new 
research in PBL, review concrete examples of high 
quality PBL in action, and develop PBL materials to 
implement in the classroom.

http://www.nvnet.org/regional_curriculum_office/professional_learning/facilitators
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Instructional Strategies                                                                         2018-19
Project Based Learning to Support 
the NJSLS
Presenter(s): Connie Alcoser & 
Nicole Chamberlain 
Tentatively Scheduled for February 28, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-2

Project Based Learning and other enrichment proj-
ects provide students opportunities to be engaged 
in the curriculum in dynamic ways. This workshop 
will explore the variety of formats that projects can 
take in the Pre-K-2 classroom. The emphasis will be 
on student directed learning throughout the curricu-
lum with a particular focus on organization and man-
agement. Examples will be shared throughout grade 
levels that involve school based and/or home based 
enrichment projects.

Special Education: Breaking the 
Code for General Education 
Teachers
Presenter(s): Gerry Beatty 
Tentatively Scheduled for April 3, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

As the population of special education students in-
creases in both elementary and high school classes, 
there is a necessity for general education teachers to 
understand disability categories and strategies to ad-
dress the needs of this diverse group of challenged 
learners. This interactive workshop is designed to 
provide an overview of special education law and 
the spectrum of disability classifications, along with 
the ways that they affect learning and achievement. 
This workshop will offer effective research-based 
strategies for addressing needs of special education 
students that can be integrated within daily lessons 
and activities. Participants will leave this workshop 
understanding why classroom accommodations are 
necessary tools for student learning.

*Note: 0.5 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level; Related area).

Strategies and Tools for Student 
Engagement
Presenter(s): Kelly Stevens 
Tentatively Scheduled for December 14, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades 3-12

An engaging learning environment is the bedrock of 
the 21st Century Classroom. This professional learn-
ing experience will highlight classroom strategies and 
tools that breathe life and passion into our data driv-
en world. Participants will experience exciting tra-
ditional instructional strategies, select digital tools, 
strategies for digital video, components of augment-
ed reality, and engaging tools for digital assessment. 
This professional learning experience will include real 
life examples, demonstrations and prove to be ener-
getic and transformative.

Student Collaboration: Supporting 
Success with NJSLS
Presenter(s): Amy Brown
Tentatively Scheduled for Grades Pre-K-5: October 9, 
2018 & Grades 6-12: October 11, 2018, Additional 
Date: October 18, 2018

Researchers and practitioners alike, recognize many 
diverse benefits of Cooperative Learning including 
higher reasoning skills, retention, time on task, mo-
tivation, and social support; all contributing to an in-
crease in student achievement. This can be the most 
difficult aspect of an inquiry-based process. Effective 
use of Cooperative Learning strategies will prevent 
the pitfalls which are inherently possible in “group 
work” and ensure that all students are accountable 
for their learning. Participants will be immersed in 
Cooperative Learning opportunities as they review 
research, theory, procedures, skills and practical ap-
plications of a variety of structures.

http://www.nvnet.org/regional_curriculum_office/professional_learning/facilitators
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W

Supporting Students with 
Neurodevelopmental Disorders 
(NDD) in Inclusive Educational 
Context
Presenter(s): Sandy Shumar
Tentatively Scheduled for December 10, 2018
ADDITIONAL DATE ADDED: January 10, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

The prevalence of students diagnosed with Neurode-
velopmental Disorders (NDD), such as Attention Defi-
cit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD), learning disabilities, and communi-
cation disorders in the inclusive educational setting 
have risen significantly over the past 15 years. As a 
result, teachers are faced with the challenges of dif-
ferentiating instruction and managing the classroom 
to meet the needs of a heterogeneous population 
that is inclusive of students who struggle to learn 
and/or demonstrate behaviors that are disruptive 
to the learning of others. This workshop will provide 
participants with a deeper understanding of the most 
common NDDs and how they impact the learning and 
social-emotional needs of students. Participants will 
be guided through the process of identifying and 
assessing problem behaviors. Participants will also 
be introduced to evidenced-based procedures and 
strategies that will help accommodate students with 
NDDs in the inclusive educational setting. 

*Note: 5 Type 2 BCBA CEUs.
**Note: 0.5 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level; Related area).

The Mainstream Needs of English 
Language Learners
Presenter(s): Maggie Churchill
Tentatively Scheduled for October 5, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

In 2016, there were over 72,071 English Language 
Learners (ELLs) in NJ Schools, nearly 1 out of every 
20 public school students! It can be challenging for a 
teacher to meet the needs of ELLs. This workshop will 
aid teachers in meeting the needs of ELLs in the class-
room. Explore English language proficiency levels, 
instructional strategies, and types of modifications 
that benefit ELLs. Specific ways to address vocabu-
lary, reading comprehension, writing instruction, and 
oral language development in content areas will be 
addressed.

Using Data to Drive Instruction
Presenter(s): Marc Cicchino & 
Virginia Senande
Tentatively Scheduled for February 8, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

As educators, we are inundated with data -- the for-
mative assessments we implement in class, anecdot-
al notes we make in our plans, students’ benchmark 
scores on common performance tasks and state test 
scores. This workshop will explore the systematic 
process of collecting data, conducting an analysis, 
making a meaningful interpretation, and creating 
an actionable, data-driven path for moving forward. 
Participants will review digital assessment tools that 
help to streamline the data collection process, and 
explore effective analytical practices within the Goo-
gle Sheets application. 

*Note: Participants are expected to bring a laptop, 
and are strongly encouraged to bring a Google Sheet 
containing authentic student data for the purposes of 
conducting a meaningful analysis.

http://www.nvnet.org/regional_curriculum_office/professional_learning/facilitators
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Instructional Strategies                                                                         2018-19
Using the Genius Project to 
Personalize and Incentivize 
Research
Presenter(s): Allison Beesley 
Tentatively Scheduled for March 22, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 9-12

Providing students with the freedom of choice in re-
search and projects can be challenging and unsettling 
for both students and teachers. For years, Google fa-
mously integrated the use of “20% time” to tap into 
the talents and interests of their employees. They 
asked: “If you had 20% of your time to devote to any 
passion, any goal, what could you achieve?” Educa-
tors have begun to ask students the same question. 
Participants in this workshop will learn how to struc-
ture “20% Time” or “Genius” projects that hold stu-
dents accountable for growth, while allowing them 
the freedom to design and execute independent 
projects around their own passions. Participants will 
leave this session with a variety of tools for guiding 
students toward success and evaluating the products 
that result.

http://www.nvnet.org/regional_curriculum_office/professional_learning/facilitators
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Defining a City Through Art and 
Architecture: Using NYC as a 
Learning Laboratory
Presenter(s): Bob Price
Tentatively Scheduled for April 5, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12 Art, 
and US History (19th/20th century)

This workshop is designed around experiential learn-
ing. Rather than collecting artifacts related to im-
portant art and architecture that represent evolving 
aesthetics that parallel historic events, this workshop 
will bring the participants to the art. Participants will 
meet in Bryant Park in NYC to begin a full day experi-
ence that will include visiting settings from the New 
York Public Library to Rockefeller Center. The objec-
tive of this learning experience is to give teachers 
an opportunity to visit, first hand, important iconic 
works of art from the Beaux Arts to the Internation-
al Style, that will be used to support the curriculum. 
Teachers will have an opportunity to apply new ideas 
to their content and collaboratively plan new projects 
and activities for students.

Digital Effects and Painting with 
Photoshop
Presenter(s): Jonathan Spoelstra
Tentatively Scheduled for January 30, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-12

Photoshop is a powerful tool for creating artwork 
without starting with a photograph. Many of the 
same painting techniques used with canvas will trans-
fer directly over to digital painting in Photoshop. Par-
ticipants will learn about the use of layer styles and 
effects, filters and digital painting techniques. Time 
will be provided for participants to apply their new 
learning and create their own digital painting for 
classroom use.

Innovative Inking Techniques
Presenter(s): Peter Scanlan
Tentatively Scheduled for January 14, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-12 Art

This hands on studio workshop focuses on innova-
tive uses for ink in the creation of personally expres-
sive artwork. Attendees will spend the day using ink, 
acrylic gels, wax, and other materials to explore the 
creative possibilities of ink as a versatile creative me-
dium. These techniques can be modified to be ap-
plicable for students of all ages and skill levels, from 
kindergartners to 12th graders working on their Ad-
vanced Placement or art school portfolios.

A Balanced Approach to Teaching 
Literacy
Presenter(s): Amy Brown
Tentatively Scheduled for January 17, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-5

While the NJSLS indicate what to teach, they do not 
indicate how to teach. Practices that remain constant 
in a strong literacy classroom, one of balance and re-
sponsive teaching, must still be utilized for students 
to learn. But what does this look like in the classroom? 
How do teachers integrate the NJ Student Learning 
Standards into balanced literacy practices that pre-
pare students for the future? Participants will explore 
these guiding questions and harness the power of 
Balanced Literacy to enhance student achievement.

Curriculum Connections
Art

ELA

NE
W

NE
W

NE
W

http://www.nvnet.org/regional_curriculum_office/professional_learning/facilitators
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Conferring in the Workshop 
Model
Presenter(s): Amy Brown
Tentatively Scheduled for November 29, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-5

Have you spent quality time implementing the read-
ing/writing workshop? Are you ready to confer with 
students and saying...now what? Conferences and 
strategy groups are often the most challenging and 
underestimated component of the workshop model. 
This workshop will focus on the ultimate differentia-
tion tool, the conference! Spend time focusing on the 
architecture of the conference and walk away with 
powerful strategies for conferring to maximize your 
students’ skill development.

Demystifying Multisensory 
Reading Instruction
Presenter(s): Amy Brown 
Tentatively Scheduled for April 4, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-3

What does multisensory reading instruction really 
look like in the classroom? What is Orton-Gillingham? 
Multisensory instruction was developed for individ-
uals who have difficulties with reading, spelling and 
writing that are associated with dyslexia; yet this ap-
proach is beneficial for the many different types of 
learners teachers encounter in the classroom. This 
session will introduce you to the basics of a multisen-
sory approach to reading. Strategies to implement 
will be shared and practiced!

Incorporating Student Choice & 
Book Clubs into the Independent 
Reading Model
Presenter(s): Jeffrey Krapels
Tentatively Scheduled for February 27, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-12

In this workshop, teachers will look at ways to in-
crease the element of choice in independent student 
reading. Participants will explore and discuss how to 
provide students with more choice, as a way of en-
couraging a love of reading. Time will be given to 
examine how to continue the momentum through-
out the school year with projects, assignments and 
assessments that promote and structure the pro-
cess. There will be opportunities for looking at how 
technology can be paired with independent reading 
lessons that enhance learning and promote student 
engagement. Additionally, teachers will learn how to 
create a system where students gain proficiency in 
finding books that they like to read, talk/write about 
these books, and eventually share and recommend 
them to peers.

Language Arts and Social Studies: 
Making the Most of a 
Interdisciplinary Experience
Presenter(s): Toby Murphy & 
Christine Reynolds 
Tentatively Scheduled for January 31, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-8

This workshop will focus on strategies and skills to 
increase student engagement within cross-curricu-
lar work. Focus will be given to the areas of writing 
and reading, specifically ways to develop lessons and 
units using a collaborative model. Additional time will 
be given to create lessons and units that cross lan-
guage arts and social studies. Discussion regarding 
cross-curricular implementation, including assess-
ment, will be part of this session.

Curriculum Connections                                                                          2018-19

WORKSHOP NOT RUNNING

http://www.nvnet.org/regional_curriculum_office/professional_learning/facilitators
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Launching the Reading Workshop
Presenter(s): NVCC Staff
Tentatively Scheduled for October 23, 2018 
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-4

When children read well, there is a direct link to suc-
cess in both school and in standardized assessments. 
Teachers who are NEW to Reading Workshop and are 
interested in launching this structure in their class-
rooms are encouraged to attend. This class will delve 
into this methodology of teaching reading, including 
a visit to a classroom with an ongoing reading work-
shop. Structures of the reading workshop, including 
conferring, small group and whole class instruction 
will be explored.

Launching the Writing Workshop
Presenter(s): NVCC Staff
Tentatively Scheduled for November 20, 2018 
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-4

Writing is often the stepchild of our teaching. Teach-
ers who are NEW to Writer’s Workshop and are inter-
ested in launching this structure in their classrooms 
are encouraged to attend. This class will invite par-
ticipants to be writers themselves and to delve into 
this methodology of teaching writing. There will be 
a visit to a classroom with an ongoing writer’s work-
shop. Structures of the writing workshop, including 
conferring, small group and whole class instruction 
will be explored.

Literacy Professionals Roundtable
Presenter(s): Amy Brown
Tentatively Scheduled for December 6 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-8

This professional learning session is an opportunity 
for literacy specialists and interventionists to connect 
and collaborate! Participants will be asked to share 
successful literacy interventions, programs and as-
sessments.  Discussions will include a broad range of 
topics, driven by the interests of participants. Time 
will also be spent discussing our collective successes 
and challenges as literary professionals.

Mindset and Moves: Strategies 
that Help Readers Take Charge
Presenter(s): Jeannie Ryan
Tentatively Scheduled for November 2, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-12

Expanding upon the ideas presented in Gravity Gold-
berg’s book Mindset and Moves, participants will 
learn how to move their students forward as inde-
pendent readers and thinkers while valuing their 
unique experiences and needs. Teachers will practice 
the four key roles of Miner (uncovering a student’s 
reading process), Mirror (giving feedback that rein-
forces growth mindset), Model (showing readers 
what we do) and Mentor (guiding students to try new 
ways of reading). 

Opinion Writing
Presenter(s): Amy Brown 
Tentatively Scheduled for January 24, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-2

Our young writers are filled with opinions on every-
thing ranging from music, TV shows, and video games 
to world issues such as endangered animals and re-
cycling to save our planet. This workshop will explore 
creating a unit of study in opinion writing to support 
students in expressing their strong opinions, passions 
and interests. This unit aligns with the NJSLS, which 
call on elementary students to write opinion pieces in 
which they introduce a topic, state opinions, and of-
fer reasons and evidence to support those opinions.

NE
W

WORKSHOP NOT RUNNING

WORKSHOP NOT RUNNING

http://www.nvnet.org/regional_curriculum_office/professional_learning/facilitators
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Socratic Seminar: A Strategy for 
Close Reading & Collaborative 
Discussion
Presenter(s): Jeannie Ryan
Tentatively Scheduled for December 20, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-12

The NJSLS state that students need practice and in-
struction in working collaboratively to solve prob-
lems, make decisions, and determine meaning. 
However, the activities in our classrooms are often 
focused on knowing the right answers. Classroom ac-
tivities should also be focused on students asking the 
right questions. Socratic seminars will help students 
learn to do just that. Effectively implemented, Soc-
ratic seminars enhance reading comprehension, lis-
tening and speaking skills, and build better classroom 
community and conflict resolution skills. Socratic 
seminars offer a type of real-world, student-centered 
learning where the teacher acts only to keep the dis-
cussion moving forward. The students guide and di-
rect the focus of the conversation. Participants will 
take part in a Socratic seminar, observe a seminar in 
action, and learn how to choose an appropriate text, 
establish student expectations, determine the teach-
er’s role, and assess effectiveness.

Strategies for Close Reading
Presenter(s): Amy Brown
Tentatively Scheduled for February 7, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 2-5

Cultivate critical reading habits that will make your 
students more attentive, thoughtful independent 
readers. In this workshop you will study the work 
of Kylene Beers and Robert Probst, authors of No-
tice and Note, and Chris Lehman, author of Falling 
in Love with Close Reading.  Explore the notice and 
note signposts readers should attend to as they jour-
ney through a text and unlock the power of these 
signposts for improved comprehension through close 
reading.

Using the Genius Project to 
Personalize and Incentivize 
Research
Presenter(s): Allison Beesley 
Tentatively Scheduled for March 22, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 9-12

Providing students with the freedom of choice in re-
search and projects can be challenging and unsettling 
for both students and teachers. For years, Google fa-
mously integrated the use of “20% time” to tap into 
the talents and interests of their employees. They 
asked: “If you had 20% of your time to devote to any 
passion, any goal, what could you achieve?” Educa-
tors have begun to ask students the same question. 
Participants in this workshop will learn how to struc-
ture “20% Time” or “Genius” projects that hold stu-
dents accountable for growth, while allowing them 
the freedom to design and execute independent 
projects around their own passions. Participants will 
leave this session with a variety of tools for guiding 
students toward success and evaluating the products 
that result.

Vocabulary & Grammar: 
Supporting NJSLS Language
Presenter(s): Allison Collucci 
Tentatively Scheduled for January 10, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-2

It comes as a relief to know that the vocabulary and 
grammar expectations for students are no longer am-
biguous or subjective: each grade level is expected 
to master particular grammar and vocabulary skills. 
The standards are also clear that the mastery of these 
skills requires use of grammar and vocabulary. It is 
important to keep in mind that identification of gram-
mar terms and vocabulary words is not a prerequisite 
for usage. Teachers will explore the many experienc-
es that students can have with grammar and vocabu-
lary to meet the standards in ways that go above and 
beyond workbook based methods. The goal of this 
experience will be to make grammar and word learn-
ing life skills that enhance both reading and writing.

Curriculum Connections                                                                          2018-19
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The Mainstream Needs of English 
Language Learners
Presenter(s): Maggie Churchill
Tentatively Scheduled for October 5, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

In 2016, there were over 72,071 English Language 
Learners (ELLs) in NJ Schools, nearly 1 out of every 
20 public school students! It can be challenging for a 
teacher to meet the needs of ELLs. This workshop will 
aid teachers in meeting the needs of ELLs in the class-
room. Explore English language proficiency levels, 
instructional strategies, and types of modifications 
that benefit ELLs. Specific ways to address vocabu-
lary, reading comprehension, writing instruction, and 
oral language development in content areas will be 
addressed. 

Puberty: The Birds, the Bees, 
and the Basics
Presenter(s): Rachel Ring
Tentatively Scheduled for November 1, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades 3-6, 
teachers, nurses, child study team, administrators

Puberty is a time of enormous growth and change 
- physical, social, and emotional - for children and 
adolescents. It can be exciting and anxiety-provok-
ing for our students and for the adults in their lives. 
Their questions are many, and just because we’ve 
gone through puberty ourselves, doesn’t mean we 
feel comfortable or well-equipped to teach about it! 
This workshop will review the changes of puberty, 
reproductive anatomy and the reproductive system, 
and pregnancy/childbirth as these topics pertain to 
the Comprehensive Health & Physical Education Cur-
riculum. We will discuss and share various classroom 
activities, strategies, and methods for teaching about 
puberty, as well as a framework for answering chal-
lenging questions about human development and 
sexuality. Online resources to supplement traditional 
educational materials will be shared as well. 

Adolescence and Human 
Sexuality: Beyond the Basics
Presenter(s): Rachel Ring
Tentatively Scheduled for February 6, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-12

Adolescence can be a challenging topic for any ed-
ucator, and teaching students who are in the midst 
of this time of intense growth adds an extra layer of 
complexity. Their questions are many, and just be-
cause teachers survived adolescence themselves, 
doesn’t mean they feel comfortable or well equipped 
to teach about it! This workshop will review physi-
cal/social/emotional changes of puberty and ado-
lescence, reproductive anatomy, and reproduction; 
it will also include discussion of abstinence, contra-
ception, and sexually transmitted infections as they 
pertain to the Comprehensive Health & Physical Ed-
ucation Curriculum. The topics of sexual orientation 
and gender identity will be addressed, along with 
various strategies for acknowledging these topics in 
the classroom. Strategies for encouraging good deci-
sion making and reducing risky behaviors will be dis-
cussed. Online resources to supplement traditional 
educational materials will be shared as well. 

Substance Use and Disorders
Presenter(s): Lydia Greco
Tentatively Scheduled for February 7, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-12

This workshop will provide detailed information about 
substance use disorders. Participants will be provided 
with information about signs and symptoms to look 
for in students as well as an in-depth understanding 
of the disease model of addiction. Discussion will also 
focus on current trends in substance use, including 
vaping, alcohol, opioids, and marijuana. Additionally, 
resources for prevention and treatment will be ex-
plored. 

ESL/ELL

Health/PE
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Algebra, Geometry and Precalcu-
lus on Path to Success in Calculus
Presenter(s): Arpi Lajinian
Tentatively Scheduled for October 15, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades 8-12

This workshop will explore content from algebra, ge-
ometry and precalculus that are most relevant to the 
study of calculus. It will highlight the coherence in 
mathematical ideas in these courses that lead up to 
calculus. The workshop will also focus on strategies 
which can foster habits of mind that promote critical 
thinking, deeper understanding of concepts, and pro-
cedural fluency. Participants will leave with an under-
standing of the progression in content leading up to 
calculus, along with instructional strategies that can 
lead to student success.

Deepening Mathematical Practice 
in the Pre-K-2 Classroom
Presenter(s): Connie Alcoser & 
Nicole Chamberlain 
Tentatively Scheduled for January 29, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-2

The workshop model is an instructional structure 
that allows for a differentiated approach in the math 
classroom. This session will review current strategies 
that use the workshop model to embed deeper math 
practice in the Pre-K-2 classroom. An emphasis will 
be on techniques to build a math community with 
your Pre-K-2 students that allows for real-life rele-
vance to math topics. Participants will consider ways 
to integrate number talks, shared problem solving, 
and guided math into their math block. Time will be 
provided to collaboratively plan lessons.

Integrating Statistics Across 
Algebra I, II and Geometry
Presenter(s): Megan Langan 
Tentatively Scheduled for February 12, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 9-12

This session will help teachers as they integrate sta-
tistics topics across the HS Math Curricula. Specific 
examples for Algebra I, Algebra II and Geometry will 
be given so that teachers gain experience with the 
types of questions that appear on standardized tests. 
Teachers will leave this session more comfortable 
with statistics topics.

“Math is Hard. So is Life. Get Over 
It.”: Kicking the Stereotype (2.0)
Presenter(s): Kristen Doramajian
Tentatively Scheduled for December 12, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-8

Although biases toward mathematics are often so-
cially constructed, the idea that “I am not a math per-
son” is very real for our students. It is time to kick this 
stereotype by making math relevant and accessible. 
Participants will engage in discussions and activities 
that enhance teaching strategies and resources while 
addressing questions and concerns in mathematics 
education. Please bring at least one idea or activity 
you would like to share and/or receive feedback on.
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Math Teacher Roundtable 
(Grades 4-8)
Presenter(s): Nicole Hill & Jennifer Rilli 
Tentatively Scheduled for February 11, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 4-8

Do you need time to work with your colleagues on im-
plementing blended learning lessons or implement-
ing technology? Do you need time to collaborate with 
math educators on unit planning or common assess-
ments? This session will consist of discussions of best 
practices in the mathematics classroom and current 
struggles. During our work together, participants will 
create/edit lessons and assessments, and work to-
gether to learn or better their skills in certain uses of 
technology in the math classroom. Participants com-
ing as a team or from the same district encouraged.

Math Teacher Roundtable 
(Grades 6-12)
Presenter(s): Jamie Hudak & Danielle Nix 
Tentatively Scheduled for November 7, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-12

Do you need time to work with your colleagues on 
implementing blended learning lessons or imple-
menting technology? Do you need time to work with 
your colleagues on unit planning or common assess-
ments? This session will consist of discussions of best 
practices in the mathematics classroom and current 
struggles. During our work together, participants will 
create/edit lessons and assessments, and work to-
gether to learn or better their skills in certain uses 
of technology. Participants coming as a team or from 
the same district is recommended.

Math Workshop as a Structure for 
GO Math! Differentiation
Presenter(s): Chelsea Shea 
Tentatively Scheduled for March 11, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-5

Are you looking for a way to differentiate the GO 
Math! curriculum? Implementing a workshop mod-
el in your classroom is something to consider! Par-
ticipants in this workshop will explore how to im-
plement the GO Math! curriculum into a workshop 
setting while differentiating for all students’ learning 
needs and abilities. Together with colleagues, explore 
how to successfully integrate the components of GO 
Math! and Think Central into the everyday classroom. 
This session will include a labsite visit to a classroom. 
Participants will observe math instruction, using the 
workshop structure.

Number Talks: Engaging Students 
to Improve Number Sense
Presenter(s): NVCC Staff
Tentatively Scheduled for October 16, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-4

Building on the work of Jo Boaler, teachers are engag-
ing students in productive discussions and discourse 
related to deeply understanding mathematical prin-
ciples. This workshop is designed to share strategies 
and structures for introducing “number talks” to the 
classroom culture. Elementary teachers have be-
come experts of the literature circles and the engage-
ment of students in the areas of reading and writing. 
“Number talks” takes those skills and moves them to 
the area of math. Additionally, it allows for the kinds 
of conversations students need to have, in order for 
them to develop strategies for solving challenging 
math tasks.
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NE
WUsing Desmos in the Algebra I 

Classroom
Presenter(s): Danielle Nix
Tentatively Scheduled for October 9, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-12

Desmos Classroom is a free, web-based site that has 
many interactive lessons. Desmos Activity Builder 
gives teachers the tools to create their own interac-
tive activities! In this workshop you will explore and 
learn how to use the Desmos site, and find/create 
appropriate activities to incorporate through your Al-
gebra I lessons.

Band Director’s Toolkit: Practical 
Conducting for Grades 4-12 
Presenter(s): Shelley Axelson & 
Jonathan Harris 
Tentatively Scheduled for September 27, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades 4-12 Instru-
mental Music

“You are not a conductor of bands, you’re a conduc-
tor of people.” - William D. Revelli. Join other band 
directors for focused learning on the physical aspects 
of conducting as a means of increasing student per-
formance. This workshop will focus on the practical 
applications of working with ensembles of all age-lev-
els with special attention paid to the fundamentals of 
band. 

Band Director’s Toolkit: Standards 
and Instruction
Presenter(s): Jonathan Harris
Tentatively Scheduled for January 29, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 4-12 Instru-
mental Music

This workshop is an opportunity for music educators 
to share successful instructional strategies that align 
with the New Jersey Student Learning Standards for 
Visual and Performing Arts. Participating teachers 
will collaboratively look at the standards and how to 
address them in our instructional practices with all 
grades of instrumental music.

Choir Director’s Toolkit
Presenter(s): Jonathan Harris
Tentatively Scheduled for February 6, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12 Vocal 
Music

Build your “teaching toolbox” with strategies to de-
velop students’ voices when rehearsing with and 
teaching students of all ages.  Join vocal music teach-
ers and share first hand successes and challenges 
around the teaching, learning and assessment of in-
struction experiences.  Leave this session with valu-
able rehearsal/vocal techniques for immediate class-
room use.

GarageBand in the Classroom
Presenter(s): Allison Beckley 
Tentatively Scheduled for March 6, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 4-12

Learn practical ways to utilize GarageBand in a class-
room setting. GarageBand is perfect for recording les-
son plans for students to listen to when you’re absent 
or for voice recording student assignments. From in-
strument and voice recording to loops and podcast-
ing, explore the different facets of this free Mac com-
puter program. Participants will be expected to bring 
music to record or projects they are working on.
 
*Note: Participants should bring a Mac computer 
with GarageBand already installed.

Music
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Arduino: Getting Started with 
Programming for Microcontrollers
Presenter(s): Nicole Hodgson
Tentatively Scheduled for January 11, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-12

Have you heard of Arduino microcontrollers but don’t 
really know what they are or what they do? Have you 
always wanted to try your hand at computer program-
ming? In this workshop, you will have the opportuni-
ty to learn the basics about Arduino: an open-source 
electronics prototyping platform designed for artists, 
designers, and hobbyists without deep knowledge of 
electrical engineering or computer programming. We 
will be creating simple circuits and programs, while 
using basic electronics, including a wide array of sen-
sors, motors, lights, and more.

Building NGSS Resources: 
Reflecting on Year One
Presenter(s): Silvia Jost
Tentatively Scheduled for October 10, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-4

This session will build on growing your knowledge of 
the NGSS by visiting what worked and what didn’t 
work in year one of implementation. Time will be 
spent working on incorporating the 3 dimensions into 
units of study - DCIs, Science and Engineering practic-
es, and the Crosscutting Concepts. Whether you con-
sider yourself a novice or an expert on the standards, 
this workshop will look to deepen your understand-
ing and provide you with an opportunity to engage 
in collegial discussion. Time will be given to work on 
the writing and development of units with grade level 
colleagues.  Please arrive with a science unit (or two) 
to work on.

Creating “Flexbooks” for Today’s 
Classrooms with CK-12
Presenter(s): Kelly Stevens
Tentatively Scheduled for December 4, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-12 Science

Looking for a science textbook customized to exactly 
the standards and units you teach? Then CK-12 is the 
answer! This free website has over 15,000 articles, 
interactive resources, and much more. During this 
workshop, you will learn how to set up a class on CK-
12, modify “flexbooks” that are already made, or cre-
ate your own “flexbook” customized exactly the way 
you want! This is your chance to create the ultimate 
textbook to suit all teaching and learning needs. 

Critters in the Elementary Science 
Classroom
Presenter(s): Silvia Jost
Tentatively Scheduled for January 16, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-4

Worms, lizards, crickets and frogs! From needs of 
animals in kindergarten, to structure and function of 
their parts in fourth grade, Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS) offer many opportunities for stu-
dents to use live critters to learn about animals and 
their habitats in each grade level. Learn how to han-
dle and care for these and other animals, and how to 
use them in your K-4 science lessons. 

Science

WORKSHOP NOT RUNNING
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Implementing NGSS: Strategies 
That Work
Presenter(s): Stephen Ryan
Tentatively Scheduled for October 5, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-12 Science

Using Life Science standards as a model, this work-
shop will lead participants through instructional 
strategies for implementing the Next Generation Sci-
ence Standards at the middle and high school levels. 
Participants will address “typical” life science topics 
such as evolution, biochemistry, cellular structure 
and function, genetics/biotechnology, and ecology/
human impact through the NGSS three-dimension-
al learning activities.  In three-dimensional learning, 
students learn content (DCIs), work with cross-cutting 
concepts and engage in the science practices simulta-
neously.  This workshop will lead participants through 
a typical life science curriculum using activities and 
investigations that utilize three-dimensional learning.  

K-4 STEM: Elementary Engineering
Presenter(s): Joanne Iyo
Tentatively Scheduled for December 13, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-4

At Hillside School in Closter elementary students cycle 
through the STEM lab to investigate different NGSS 
topics with a focus on engineering. This workshop will 
focus on the Engineering Design Process & STEM Lab 
units: K - Forces (Push & Pull), Gr. 1 - Waves (Sound 
& Light), Gr. 2 - Earth’s Systems (Erosion), Gr. 3 - Mo-
tion & Stability (Forces), and Gr. 4 - Waves (Sound & 
Light). Participants will learn about the process that 
Hillside School followed, including: developing these 
units, examples of lessons & activities that provide 
evidence to support claims about the phenomena in 
our world, STEM activities based on the Engineering 
Design Process, online resources, and safety guide-
lines. Time will also be given for participants to re-
search and develop additional NGSS units.

NGSS 3 Dimensional Learning: 
How to Apply It to Science
Presenter(s): Jeffrey Lai
Tentatively Scheduled for October 22, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-12

How do educators create an environment in which 
students can discover and learn science for them-
selves? Developed at Rutgers University, Investigative 
Science Learning Environment (ISLE) is an approach 
that addresses this question! Engage in collegial dis-
cussion about how to apply this approach to Grade 
6-12 science classrooms fully consistent with the 3 
dimensions of NGSS, incorporating science practices 
and cross cutting concepts to teach the disciplinary 
core ideas. 

NGSS: Making the Move to 
Scientific Thinking, Phenomena 
and the 3 Dimensions
Presenter(s): Bob Price
Tentatively Scheduled for November 16, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-4

This workshop is for elementary teachers who want 
to engage students in real science thinking and doing.  
The newly implemented NGSS promote the idea that 
science needs to be connected to the experiences of 
the student and that students need to be encouraged 
to engage in real-life scientific thinking. Participants 
will focus on authentic and meaningful scenarios and 
developing three-dimensional learning experiences 
and assessments for students as defined by NGSS. 
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A History of Paterson: The Great 
Falls, Silk City and Labor Unrest
Presenter(s): Ron Romano
Tentatively Scheduled for March 29, 2019 AND 
April 26, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

Paterson, NJ was the first planned industrial city, the 
brainchild of Alexander Hamilton and a group of in-
vestors know as the Society of Useful Manufactures 
(SUM). Paterson became an industrial giant with 
world famous silk mills, the Colt firearms, railroad 
locomotives and many other industries all driven by 
the power generated by the Great Falls. Industry also 
brought about labor issues such as workplace safety, 
minimum wage, and child labor issues that all led to a 
series of strikes and protests. This two day workshop 
will feature the first day conducted at the Northern 
Valley High School reviewing the rich history of Pat-
erson from colonial times right up through the pres-
ent day. The second day will have participants visiting 
the Great Falls Historic Park, a visit to the Paterson 
Museum, Lambert Castle, and the Botto House Labor 
Museum.

*Note: This workshop meets for two days.

Colonial/Revolutionary War Tour 
of Bergen County
Presenter(s): Ron Romano
DATE CHANGED TO: Tentatively Scheduled for March 
29, 2019 AND April 26, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

New Jersey was the “Crossroads of the Revolution”. 
To assist teachers in accessing resources for teach-
ing this important era, a workshop/tour of key Co-
lonial/Revolutionary War sites will be offered. This 
workshop is recommended for teachers of many 
disciplines: ELA, Special Education, Visual Arts, Social 
Studies, etc. 

The first day of this two-day workshop will be spent 
reviewing Bergen County’s role in the American Rev-
olution and exploring available resources and strate-
gies for classroom instruction. The afternoon will in-
clude a historic visit to the site of Major Andre’s trial/
execution and lunch in Tappan, NY. Day two will be 
spent visiting the remaining locations discussed on 
the first day of the workshop.

*Note: This workshop meets for two days.

Social Studies

WORKSHOP NOT RUNNING
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Defining a City Through Art and 
Architecture: Using NYC as a 
Learning Laboratory
Presenter(s): Bob Price
Tentatively Scheduled for April 5, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12 Art, 
and US History (19th/20th century)

This workshop is designed around experiential learn-
ing. Rather than collecting artifacts related to im-
portant art and architecture that represent evolving 
aesthetics that parallel historic events, this workshop 
will bring the participants to the art. Participants will 
meet in Bryant Park in NYC to begin a full day experi-
ence that will include visiting settings from the New 
York Public Library to Rockefeller Center. The objec-
tive of this learning experience it to give teachers 
an opportunity to visit, first hand, important iconic 
works of art from the Beaux Arts to the Internation-
al Style, that will be used to support the curriculum. 
Teachers will have an opportunity to apply new ideas 
to their content and collaboratively plan new projects 
and activities for students.

Language Arts and Social Studies: 
Making the Most of a 
Cross-Curricular Experience
Presenter(s): Toby Murphy & 
Christine Reynolds 
Tentatively Scheduled for January 31, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-8

This workshop will focus on strategies and skills to 
increase student engagement within cross-curricu-
lar work. Focus will be given to the areas of writing 
and reading, specifically ways to develop lessons and 
units using a collaborative model. Additional time will 
be given to create lessons and units that cross lan-
guage arts and social studies. Discussion regarding 
cross-curricular implementation, including assess-
ment, will be part of this session.

Making Social Studies Exciting: 
How to Create Engaging Lessons 
for All Learners
Presenter(s): Andrew Lefer
Tentatively Scheduled for February 8, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-12

Teachers often struggle to come up with ideas to en-
gage all learners. This workshop will provide Social 
Studies teachers with ideas to best promote student 
engagement. Participants in this workshop will ac-
quire ideas about how they can improve their craft by 
examining model lessons that have proven success-
ful across multiple grade levels, including historical 
crimes, primary and secondary image analysis, game-
based learning and much more! Additionally, partici-
pants will have the opportunity to discuss with their 
colleagues what factors exist that make some lessons 
more captivating than others. Finally, teachers will be 
able to adapt their new knowledge to fit their own 
classroom and design lessons for their own use. The 
ultimate goal of this workshop is for educators to 
leave with a unique lesson to implement in their own 
classrooms as well as the tools to continue develop-
ing new and engaging lessons that students will love.
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Using the Genius Project to 
Personalize and Incentivize 
Research
Presenter(s): Allison Beesley
Tentatively Scheduled for March 22, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 9-12

Providing students with the freedom of choice in re-
search and projects can be challenging and unsettling 
for both students and teachers. For years, Google fa-
mously integrated the use of “20% time” to tap into 
the talents and interests of their employees. They 
asked: “If you had 20% of your time to devote to any 
passion, any goal, what could you achieve?” Educa-
tors have begun to ask students the same question. 
Participants in this workshop will learn how to struc-
ture “20% Time” or “Genius” projects that hold stu-
dents accountable for growth, while allowing them 
the freedom to design and execute independent 
projects around their own passions. Participants will 
leave this session with a variety of tools for guiding 
students toward success and evaluating the products 
that result.

Executive Functioning: What Is 
It and What to Do When It’s Not 
Working: 1/2 day session
Presenter(s): Steven Korner
Tentatively Scheduled for February 1, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-8

Executive Functions are brain processes that direct 
and cue students to access their cognitive abilities. 
They have been likened to act like an orchestra con-
ductor, directing when to play, how loud or soft, etc. 
What are teachers to do when student’s executive 
functions are not working well? The purposes of this 
workshop will be to discuss the important executive 
functions, including activation, focusing, effort, mem-
ory, inhibition, cognitive switching, and planning and 
organization; how deficits in these manifest them-
selves in the classroom; and strategies that can be 
applied to compensate for these significant problems 
in brain wiring. 

*Note: This is a 1/2 Day Session, 8:30-11:30am.
**Note: 0.25 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level; Professional area).

Special Education: Breaking the 
Code for General Education 
Teachers
Presenter(s): Gerry Beatty
Tentatively Scheduled for April 3, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

As the population of special education students in-
creases in both elementary and high school classes, 
there is a necessity for general education teachers to 
understand disability categories and strategies to ad-
dress the needs of this diverse group of challenged 
learners. This interactive workshop is designed to 
provide an overview of special education law and 
the spectrum of disability classifications, along with 
the ways that they affect learning and achievement. 
This workshop will offer effective research-based 
strategies for addressing needs of special education 
students that can be integrated within daily lessons 
and activities. Participants will leave this workshop 
understanding why classroom accommodations are 
necessary tools for student learning.

*Note: 0.5 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level; Related area).

Special Education
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Supporting Students with 
Neurodevelopmental Disorders 
(NDD) in Inclusive Educational 
Context
Presenter(s): Sandy Shumar
Tentatively Scheduled for December 10, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

The prevalence of students diagnosed with Neurode-
velopmental Disorders (NDD), such as Attention Defi-
cit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD), learning disabilities, and communi-
cation disorders in the inclusive educational setting 
have risen significantly over the past 15 years. As a re-
sult, teachers are faced with the challenges of differ-
entiating instruction and managing the classroom to 
meet the needs of a heterogeneous population that 
is inclusive of students who struggle to learn and/
or demonstrate behaviors that are disruptive to the 
learning of others. This 2-day workshop will provide 
participants with a deeper understanding of the most 
common NDDs and how they impact the learning and 
social-emotional needs of students. Participants will 
be guided through the process of identifying and 
assessing problem behaviors. Participants will also 
be introduced to evidenced-based procedures and 
strategies that will help accommodate students with 
NDDs in the inclusive educational setting. 

*Note: 5 Type 2 BCBA CEUs.
**Note: 0.5 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level; Related area).

Fill Your Toolbox! Ideas for the 
World Language Classroom
Presenter(s): Diana Colondres & Rosa Starr
Tentatively Scheduled for December 17, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-12 World 
Languages

With the changes in technology, it’s important for 
the world language community to integrate both tra-
ditional and new authentic resources. In this work-
shop, teachers will enhance their toolkit by spend-
ing time with several applications including Google 
Earth/Maps, YouTube, and the use of infographics. 
Through these tools, teachers will gain knowledge 
and skill in how best to incorporate authentic mate-
rials into engaging lessons. Additionally, participants 
will discuss strategies for creating activities that will 
assess students’ proficiency in the three communica-
tive modes: interpretive, interpersonal and presenta-
tional. Leave this workshop with an engaging lesson 
that is appropriate for both your grade and language 
level! 

*Note: This workshop is designed to support teach-
ers of beginning levels of language.

World Language
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Addressing Challenging Student 
Behaviors: A Path to Successful 
Intervention
Presenter(s): Kimberly Faustini & 
Mark Lampert 
Tentatively Scheduled for January 8, 2019
ADDITIONAL DATE ADDED: March 7, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

As in-class resource support increases to meet the 
needs of all students, new student behavior chal-
lenges are emerging. This workshop is designed to 
assist teachers and child study team members in 
addressing student behavior. Specific behaviors and 
workable strategies will be examined by definition, 
function and environment. In addition, attendees will 
learn the importance of data collection and efficient 
data collection methods. Teachers and team mem-
bers will be encouraged to share personal experienc-
es and troubleshoot possible solutions.

Classwide Strategies to Support 
Positive Behavior and Social Skills
Presenter(s): Melanie Arnold & 
Laura Wiseman 
Tentatively Scheduled for October 24, 2018
ADDITIONAL DATE ADDED: January 16, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

A goal of effective instruction is to create a setting 
of engagement where all students can participate to 
increase achievement. This workshop is designed to 
aid teachers in maximizing structure in the classroom 
and increase learning. Opportunity will be given to 
help teachers develop predictable routines while 
incorporating pro-social behaviors. Class-wide be-
havior support plans and the importance of under-
standing challenging behavior and its function will 
be discussed. Participants will walk away with ways 
to embed social skills into daily schedules and have 
an opportunity to “make and take” tools to utilize in 
their classrooms.

*Note: 5 Type 2 BCBA CEUs. 
**Note: 0.5 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level; Related area).

Classwide Strategies to Support 
Positive Behavior and Social Skills 
Part II
Presenter(s): Melanie Arnold & 
Laura Wiseman 
Tentatively Scheduled for March 20, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

Come spend the day problem solving ways to address 
common classroom challenges including work refus-
al, disruptive behavior, inappropriate social skills, and 
emotional dysregulation. This workshop will focus 
on providing proactive strategies and discussing best 
teaching practices when faced with difficult behav-
iors. Participants will engage in guided discussions 
that will allow for troubleshooting frequent barriers 
to student success. Opportunity will be given to cre-
ate plans and materials that can be utilized right away 
in your classroom.

*Note: “Class Wide Strategies to Support Positive 
Behavior and Social Skills” is a prerequisite for this 
workshop.
**Note: 5 Type 2 BCBA CEUs. 
***Note: 0.5 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level; Related area).

Classroom Leadership
Presenter(s): Amy Brown (K-5) & 
Virginia Senande (6-12)
Tentatively Scheduled for Grades K-5: October 25, 
2018 & for Grades 6-12: October 24, 2018

Both new and experienced teachers cite classroom 
management as a major concern. Promoting a learn-
er-centered, work-oriented, harmonious learning 
environment requires a focus on prevention, inter-
vention and problem-solving. Participants will ex-
plore strategies that support a positive emotional 
and physical environment, and consider the impor-
tance of rules, procedures, and reinforcement. An 
important thread throughout the workshop is teach-
ing students to demonstrate self-management skills 
in order to successfully engage in learning to grade 
level expectations. Participants will be able to re-
flect on their management styles and develop plans 
to enhance student behavior.  Classroom leadership 
is much more than managing an orderly classroom; 
there is no teaching if there is no learning.

SOcial and eMOtional NE
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Coaching Conversations: 
Unconference Style
Presenter(s): Kathleen O’Flynn
Tentatively Scheduled for October 16, 2018 AND 
March 26, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-12 
who serve as Instructional Coaches

Coaching has the power to positively influence teach-
ing, student learning and school culture. Join other 
instructional coaches in an unconference format 
twice during the school year. Delve into comprehen-
sive learning around coaching, current research on 
effective instructional coaching techniques AND your 
own current needs. 

*Note this workshop meets for 2 half-day sessions.

Cultivating Unconditional 
Self-Esteem
Presenter(s): Debbie Shapiro
Tentatively Scheduled for January 22, 2019
ADDITIONAL DATE ADDED: February 26, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

High self-esteem is often maligned and misunder-
stood. Genuine self-esteem, though, does not have 
the often-cited drawbacks of arrogance and aggres-
sion and is, according to Nathaniel Branden, “a vitally 
important psychological need . . . essential to normal 
and healthy development.” Genuine self-esteem is 
associated with being more successful, happy, open, 
generous, and resilient, and people with it are bet-
ter listeners who are more independent, work better 
with others, are less defensive, and are better able 
to handle difficult situations. In this workshop, learn 
what the components and pillars of genuine self-es-
teem are, and learn myriad ways to increase your 
own self-esteem with scientifically-informed infor-
mation and exercises. The workshop will also cover 
ways adults can support students in developing their 
own self-esteem.

Cultivating Unconditional 
Self-Esteem II
Presenter(s): Debbie Shapiro
Tentatively Scheduled for March 25, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

Learn more about “Cultivating Unconditional Self-Es-
teem”!  Delve deeper into Nathaniel Branden’s 6 pil-
lars of self-esteem and learn new ways to create prac-
tices, assignments, and dialogues which help students 
be more willing and engaged participants in their 
own learning.  Applied insights from books includ-
ing Tal-Ben Shahar’s Happier, Julie Lythcott-Haim’s 
How to Raise an Adult (appropriate for teachers with 
students of any age), and Gretchen Rubin’s The Four 
Tendencies are intended to help students learn about 
themselves and find meaning in the work they do at 
school, as well help them develop self-responsibility, 
self-expression, self-acceptance, and personal integ-
rity.  Participants will have time to create action plans 
and materials to use with their students. A review of 
the self-compassion exercise, sentence-completion 
work, working with posture and behavior, pride list, 
and story-editing will be available to participants who 
want a second look at the confidence-building tech-
niques covered in the previous workshop.

*Note: “Cultivating Unconditional Self-Esteem” is a 
prerequisite for this workshop.
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Defining the Times: Sex and 
Gender in Society and in the 
Classroom
Presenter(s): Rachel Ring
Tentatively Scheduled for December 7, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

Sometimes talking about health and sexuality can 
feel like a bowl of alphabet soup - LBGT or LGBTQIA? 
M or F or GNC? What do those letters stand for and 
what do they MEAN? Can we divide students into 
“boy” groups and “girl” groups anymore? This work-
shop will define the terminology as well as discuss 
the concepts of biological sex, gender identity, gen-
der expression, and sexual orientation. We will pres-
ent various ways of addressing these topics in sup-
portive and age-appropriate ways in the classroom 
via specific lesson plans and recommended books. 
Also, this workshop will include a discussion about 
how to create safe, inclusive, and affirming spaces 
in our classrooms and schools. Online resources to 
supplement traditional educational materials will be 
shared as well. 

Designing Professional Learning 
Experiences for Adult Learners
Presenter(s): Kathleen O’Flynn
Tentatively Scheduled for September 20, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-12

Engaging, relevant, transferable, and challenging are 
adjectives describing effective Professional Learn-
ing. For those who are currently providing training 
for peers or hope to do so in the future, this work-
shop is a great opportunity to increase effectiveness 
for teaching adult learners. Participants will examine 
guidelines for developing and implementing power-
ful professional learning strategies that honor the 
learners’ expertise, experiences and skills. Opportu-
nities will be provided to apply these skills and en-
hance current approaches/materials, or create a plan 
which includes well designed content, collaborative 
aspects, balanced participation, and presentation 
jazz.

*Note: Recommended for first time workshop
facilitators.

Expanding Your PLN
Presenter(s): Amy Brown
Tentatively Scheduled for January 3, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-12

There’s a great, big educational network out there 
just waiting for you! This session will introduce sim-
ple strategies to help build a Professional Learning 
Network (PLN) beyond your classroom walls. Tre-
mendous professional learning, collaboration, and 
networking opportunities are available, and this ses-
sion will introduce all the possibilities. Time will be 
provided to dive in and explore the worlds of Twitter, 
blogs, podcasts, and more.

Fierce Conversations
Presenter(s): Kathleen O’Flynn
Tentatively Scheduled for February 13, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-12

Susan Scott, author of Fierce Conversations says, 
“The conversation is the relationship!” This engag-
ing interactive session will introduce participants to 
three transformational ideas and seven principles 
that will shift basic understandings of conversations 
and the power they hold achieving results, and build-
ing leadership. Participants will learn how to tackle 
their toughest challenges while building an open, 
direct and respectful culture. Fierce Conversations 
will demonstrate how to transform everyday conver-
sations into effective and powerful tools to get the 
important messages delivered. The goal of “Fierce 
Conversations” is to develop more dynamic and more 
effective interactions “one conversation at a time.”
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Finding the Right Approach to the 
Emotional/Behavioral Student
Presenter(s): Aimee Edwards, 
Kimberly Faustini & Justin Saxon
Tentatively Scheduled for January 23, 2019
ADDITIONAL DATE ADDED: March 13, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

This workshop is designed for educators working with 
students that have emotional and behavioral difficul-
ties due to diagnoses that fall under Mood disorders, 
Anxiety, ADHD, Oppositional Defiant, and general 
emotional regulation issues. The workshop will focus 
on an overview of symptoms, understanding your 
student and accepting their challenges along with 
their need for help, and learning to adjust and match 
the best style and approach when working with your 
student.

*Note: 5 Type 2 BCBA CEUs.

Learning and Leading: A 
Personalized Learning Experience
Presenter(s): Linda Mayer, Kathleen O’Flynn 
& Virginia Senande
Tentatively Scheduled for October 17, 2018
Recommended for Superintendents, Principals, 
Assistant Principals, Directors & Instructional 
Coaches

Enhance your leadership skills in this self-paced ex-
tended learning opportunity. Grounded in change 
theory and research on effective professional learn-
ing, participants will construct a learning plan de-
signed to target specific skills. Self-identified areas 
of exploration and growth may include facilitation, 
coaching, building and sustaining professional learn-
ing communities, school-based professional develop-
ment initiatives or instructional leadership. This dif-
ferentiated opportunity includes a one-day workshop 
with time allotted to complete a learning plan. Ad-
ditionally, participants will engage in ongoing virtual 
coaching visits and periodic Google Hangouts with a 
cohort of learning leaders. This course encourages 
participants to submit video/audio recordings in ad-
vance of coaching sessions.

Substance Use and Disorders
Presenter(s): Lydia Greco
Tentatively Scheduled for February 7, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-12

This workshop will provide detailed information 
about substance use disorders. Participants will be 
provided with information about signs and symptoms 
to look for in students as well as an in-depth under-
standing of the disease model of addiction. We will 
also discuss current trends in substance use, includ-
ing vaping, alcohol, opioids, and marijuana. Addition-
ally, resources for prevention and treatment will be 
explored. 

Successful Mentoring
Presenter(s): Kathleen O’Flynn 
Tentatively Scheduled for September 13, 2018 AND 
November 15, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-12

The complex nature of mentoring speaks to the ben-
efits for current and prospective mentors to attend 
this training. Clarity of roles and responsibilities as 
well as helpful techniques to maximize effectiveness 
will be explored. Participants will gain insight into in-
dividual mentor and protégé needs through a variety 
of instruments, discussions, and reflections. In accor-
dance with the New Jersey Professional Standards for 
teachers, the new mandates of TeachNJ, and mento-
ring revisions (May 2014), this workshop recognizes 
that collegial support and interaction are essential to 
the success of every aspect of education.

*Note: This workshop meets for two days.
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Supporting Students with 
Neurodevelopmental Disorders 
(NDD) in Inclusive Educational 
Context
Presenter(s): Sandy Shumar
Tentatively Scheduled for December 10, 2018
ADDITIONAL DATE ADDED: January 10, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

The prevalence of students diagnosed with Neurode-
velopmental Disorders (NDD), such as Attention Defi-
cit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD), learning disabilities, and communi-
cation disorders in the inclusive educational setting 
have risen significantly over the past 15 years. As a 
result, teachers are faced with the challenges of dif-
ferentiating instruction and managing the classroom 
to meet the needs of a heterogeneous population 
that is inclusive of students who struggle to learn 
and/or demonstrate behaviors that are disruptive 
to the learning of others. This workshop will provide 
participants with a deeper understanding of the most 
common NDDs and how they impact the learning and 
social-emotional needs of students. Participants will 
be guided through the process of identifying and 
assessing problem behaviors. Participants will also 
be introduced to evidenced-based procedures and 
strategies that will help accommodate students with 
NDDs in the inclusive educational setting. 

*Note: 5 Type 2 BCBA CEUs.
**Note: 0.5 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level; Related area).

Supporting Wellness and 
Mental Health
Presenter(s): Lydia Greco
Tentatively Scheduled for October 10, 2018
ADDITIONAL DATES ADDED: January 11, 2019 & 
March 29, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

Educators are often on the front lines of working with 
students who may be struggling with common mental 
health issues. This workshop will provide an overview 
of anxiety disorders and school refusal. The impact of 
social media, sleep, peers and current events will all 
be explored as they connect to anxiety. Participants 
will review strategies for improving overall emotional 
well-being in students, including mindfulness, medi-
tation and both in-school and community resources. 
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21st Century Teaching Hacks
Presenter(s): Kelly Stevens
Tentatively Scheduled for October 26, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-12

You’ve undoubtedly seen “life hacks” on social me-
dia - cleaning hacks to help you clean better or faster, 
cooking hacks to help you prepare good, quick meals, 
etc. Now learn 21st century teaching hacks, or tech-
nology skills that all teachers must know when teach-
ing students to develop 21st century skills. These 
hacks may include but are not limited to making the 
most of your Mac, keyboarding shortcuts, screen 
casting, workflows, QR codes, and a brief look at 
what Google can do for you.

A Data-Driven Instruction 
Workshop for People Who Are 
Afraid of Numbers
Presenter(s): Marc Cicchino & 
Virginia Senande
Tentatively Scheduled for October 19, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades 4-12

If you see the value in systematically using data to in-
form your instruction, but you cringe every time you 
think of doing the math on your SGO, this workshop is 
for you! Explore multiple forms of data (beyond num-
bers and test scores), digital tools for streamlining 
the collection and analysis of data, and best practices 
for putting that data to work in your classroom. Join 
other educators to discuss strategies for how data 
can be used to personalize instruction for individual 
students, easily measure individual students’ growth, 
and easily keep all interested parties (students & par-
ents) informed. 

*Note: Participants are expected to bring a laptop, 
and are strongly encouraged to bring a Google Sheet 
containing authentic student data for the purposes of 
conducting a meaningful analysis.

Arduino: Getting Started with 
Programming for Microcontrollers
Presenter(s): Nicole Hodgson
Tentatively Scheduled for January 11, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-12

Have you heard of Arduino microcontrollers but don’t 
really know what they are or what they do? Have you 
always wanted to try your hand at computer program-
ming? In this workshop, you will have the opportuni-
ty to learn the basics about Arduino: an open-source 
electronics prototyping platform designed for artists, 
designers, and hobbyists without deep knowledge of 
electrical engineering or computer programming. We 
will be creating simple circuits and programs, while 
using basic electronics, including a wide array of sen-
sors, motors, lights, and more.

Augmented Reality & 
Virtual Reality
Presenter(s): Marc Cicchino
Tentatively Scheduled for April 2, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 4-12

Experience guided meditations on the cliffs of the 
California coast, teleportations through time and 
space, and immersive virtual field trips to museums 
around the globe! Workshop participants will learn 
about recent developments in augmented and virtual 
reality, have the opportunity to engage in a wide va-
riety of virtual reality experiences.  Leave this session 
with new strategies for putting these cutting edge 
technologies to work in the classroom. 

*Note: Participants are expected to bring a Smart-
phone, and will be directed to download a series of 
VR apps prior to the workshop.

Technology
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Blended Learning I: Leveraging 
Technology in the Classroom
Presenter(s): Jeffrey Krapels
Tentatively Scheduled for November 29, 2018
ADDITIONAL DATE ADDED: December 17, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-12

By most definitions, a blended learning classroom is 
one that combines the features of a traditional class-
room and an online classroom, allowing students 
some measure of autonomy in the pace and place of 
their learning. With the myriad of technological tools 
at teachers’ disposal, creating a blended learning 
environment is more possible than it ever has been 
before! In this workshop, educators will have the op-
portunity to hear about one teacher’s successes and 
failures during his process of trying to create a blend-
ed learning environment for his students. Participants 
will also have time to explore and practice using the 
various technology tools that can help facilitate this 
kind of classroom. 

Blended Learning II: Focusing on 
Station-Rotation to Reimagine Old 
Lessons and Create New Ones
Presenter(s): Jeffrey Krapels
Tentatively Scheduled for March 18, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 6-12

After spending time learning about the different 
models of Blended Learning, this workshop will focus 
on one particular model: the station-rotation model. 
Participants will work together and alongside the fa-
cilitator to rethink tried-and-true lessons, looking for 
ways to deliver them through the station-rotation 
model. Time will be dedicated to considering up-
coming lessons that may be best delivered through 
blended learning models. Finally, participants will re-
visit some of the technology tools from the first work-
shop, and explore new ones that will aid teachers in 
their pursuits. 

*Note: “Blended Learning I: Leveraging Technology in 
the Classroom” is a prerequisite for this workshop.
 

Broadcast Quality Podcasting
Presenter(s): Chris Nerkizian
Tentatively Scheduled for February 5, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

All the tools you need to sound like a professional ra-
dio show! This workshop will provide educators with 
a foundation in how to record and edit broadcast 
quality podcasts. Open the door to developing news-
casts, talk shows, and radio plays. Participants will re-
cord a podcast episode during the workshop for their 
own teacher toolbox. 

Digital Breakout EDU
Presenter(s): NVCC Staff 
Tentatively Scheduled for October 4, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-12

“Do you and your students like Escape Rooms, Break-
outs, Scavenger Hunts, Puzzles? Learn how to turn 
subject skills into a digital puzzle that requires cre-
ativity and critical thinking. Participants will experi-
ence a Breakout EDU Digital Game and learn the ba-
sics of how to create one of their own. 

*Note: Experience with G Suite is essential.

Digital Learning and 
Assessment Tools
Presenter(s): AJ Bianco & Kelly Stevens 
Tentatively Scheduled for October 12, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

21st century assessment requires students to use a 
digital format. This workshop will explore strategies 
to help engage students with these new learning 
tools. Teachers will have the opportunity to investi-
gate several platforms for the use of NJSLS aligned 
digital learning and assessment. Participants will also 
have the opportunity to create digital assessments 
specific to their content area in a format similar to 
what students will experience in standardized as-
sessments. Teachers will have time to explore tools 
to blend non-fiction text, digital video and multiple 
forms of self-grading assessment. Regardless of your 
technological skills, this workshop will point you to 
the tools needed to create digital assessments, both 
formative and summative.
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Digital Portfolios as a Tool for 
Student Growth
Presenter(s): Nicole Chamberlain
Tentatively Scheduled for November 19, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-5

Digital portfolios provide students, teachers, and 
parents with a dynamic tool to document, commu-
nicate and reflect on student learning. This workshop 
will explore the FREE student (and teacher) friend-
ly platform, Seesaw Learning Journals. Explore and 
learn more about manageable ways to utilize this 
student-driven portfolio in all content areas of grades 
Pre-K-5. Examples will be shared that highlight the 
endless applications to enrich your existing instruc-
tion including: reflection on learning experiences, 
differentiation within all content areas, assessments, 
and digital citizenship. This is ideal for teachers whose 
students have access to iPads/tablets or laptops. 

Enhancing Teaching & Learning 
with Digital Tools
Presenter(s): Marc Cicchino
Tentatively Scheduled for January 15, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 4-12

Throughout this workshop, we will explore a wide va-
riety of digital tools based on the needs and interests 
of workshop participants, and the current trends in 
“ed tech.” This will include apps, sites, and services 
that enhance and transform assessment, grading 
practices, collaboration, content creation, organi-
zation, and productivity. Participants will have the 
opportunity to ‘play’ with new digital resources, de-
velop activities pertinent to their own teaching and 
professional practice, and discuss best practices as-
sociated with each particular tool. 

*Note: Participants are expected to bring a laptop.

G Suite for Education I: 
Multiple Solutions for Instruction 
and Learning
Presenter(s): Paige Sydoruk
Tentatively Scheduled for October 19, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

Imagine if everyone with access to the Internet also 
had access to free applications for presenting, word 
processing, drawing, etc. What if all of this could be 
shared or downloaded to different formats, such as 
Microsoft Word, PowerPoint or Excel? No imagining 
is necessary. All of this is here now! One of the most 
exciting free applications to appear on the Internet 
was Google Docs, which is now a part of the larger 
G Suite. This is a free, web-based word processor, 
spreadsheet, presentation, form, and storage service 
offered by Google. The documents created through 
G Suite can be shared with others for collaborative 
work. This workshop will introduce the participants 
to the set-up, use, and educational strategies avail-
able through this free web application.

G Suite for Education II: 
Apps, Add-Ons & Extensions
Presenter(s): Christine Massaro
Tentatively Scheduled for December 18, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-12

Take it up a notch! Explore the use of Google Apps, 
Add-ons and Extensions to enhance the way you or 
your students work with G Suite. Participants will 
be introduced to tools such as EasyBib, Word Cloud 
Creator, autoCrat, formMule, Form Values, and other 
new items as they become available. Time will be giv-
en for new learning and guided practice.
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GAFE/G Suite “Boot Camp”
Presenter(s): NVCC Staff
Tentatively Scheduled for October 12, 2018 AND 
November 12, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-12

In this 2 day experience, teachers who are already 
comfortable with the basics of G Suite for Education 
will further explore the below G Suite apps. The goal 
is preparation for the 3 hour Google Certified Educa-
tor Level 1 Exam to be taken during the last 3 hours of 
day 2 of the workshop.

G Suite for Education apps covered in this workshop: 
Google+, Groups, Search, Forms, Sheets, Slides, 
Drawings, Drive, Docs, Classroom, Gmail, Learning 
Center, Hangouts, Sites, Calendar, Keep, Chrome, and 
YouTube.

*Note: This workshop meets for two days.

GarageBand in the Classroom
Presenter(s): Allison Beckley 
Tentatively Scheduled for March 6, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades 4-12

Learn practical ways to utilize GarageBand in a class-
room setting. GarageBand is perfect for recording les-
son plans for students to listen to when you’re absent 
or for voice recording student assignments. From in-
strument and voice recording to loops and podcast-
ing, explore the different facets of this free Mac com-
puter program. Participants will be expected to bring 
music to record or projects they are working on.
 
*Note: Participants should bring a Mac computer 
with GarageBand already installed.

Google Classroom
Presenter(s): Chris Nerkizian 
Tentatively Scheduled for November 5, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

Google classroom is a free web based platform that 
integrates your G Suite for Education account with 
all your G Suite services such as Google Docs, Gmail, 
Google Calendar and much, much more. It makes 
it easy to provide blended learning experiences for 
your students. This Google Classroom session is de-
signed to familiarize you with the features of Google 
Classroom. The goal is to strengthen your skill to in-
spire successful and creative usage throughout the 
school year.

Google Classroom 2: Developing 
Blended Learning Assignments
Presenter(s): Chris Nerkizian
Tentatively Scheduled for January 9, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

This workshop is designed for current Google Class-
room users familiar with the benefits of G Suite in-
tegration within Classroom. Participants will learn 
about blended learning and developing assignments 
on the Google Classroom platform. There will be fo-
cused time given to creating blended learning experi-
ences for students of all grades for immediate class-
room use. 

Google Sheets & Forms: 
Beyond the Basics
Presenter(s): Virginia Senande
Tentatively Scheduled for November 28, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-12

You already know how to create spreadsheets, use 
functions, list, sort, and filter your data. Now take it 
to the next level to create Charts and PivotTables / 
PivotCharts and visual representations of your data. 
Learn how to do mail merges from your data in or-
der to create labels, rosters, and documents/e-mails. 
Time will focus on Google Sheets and integration with 
Google Forms to collect and manage data.
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Google Sheets I: The Basics
Presenter(s): Virginia Senande 
Tentatively Scheduled for November 14, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-12

Every teacher has large amounts of student data to 
analyze. Leverage the power of Google Sheets to do 
the often frustrating and time consuming chores as-
sociated with data collection! Teachers are invited to 
bring data to this workshop and learn how to create 
simple databases to list, sort, filter, and analyze data 
with the use of Sheets functions and charts. Func-
tions include, but are not limited to, sums, averages, 
maximum/minimum numbers, etc. Also learn how 
to create simple charts for a visual representation of 
your analyzed data.

iMovie
Presenter(s): Chris Nerkizian
Tentatively Scheduled for October 29, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

iMovie is a very user friendly video editing applica-
tion created by Apple that, with a little imagination, 
can become a valuable tool in creating projects and 
highlighting student work. It gives the creator the 
ability to import work and create professional looking 
motion graphic projects. Users of the application only 
need prior knowledge and comfort using the various 
Apple programs such as iPhoto and iTunes, as well as 
experience using a still or video camera. In this work-
shop we will focus on the basics of iMovie. Once we 
have a solid foundation we can share tips and tech-
niques of iMovie to share with students and provide 
them with the knowledge to create projects using the 
application. iMovie can take simple assignments and 
make them extraordinary.

Implementing a Flipped 
Classroom
Presenter(s): AJ Bianco & Kelly Stevens 
Tentatively Scheduled for January 18, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

Many educators are experimenting with the idea of 
a flipped classroom model. The flipped classroom in-
verts traditional teaching methods, delivering instruc-
tion online, outside of class and moving “homework” 
into the classroom. Flipping a classroom expands the 
learning experience to maximum efficiency and en-
hances the home school connection.

Learn how to “flip” your lessons in order to maximize 
student learning. “Flipped learning” encourages cen-
tralized learning, higher student engagement, individ-
ualized learning, and peer interaction and collabora-
tion. This workshop is most appropriate for teachers 
that are currently or about to be in a 1:1 learning en-
vironment, or whose students have access to tech-
nology during the school day, as well as at home.

Increase Your Efficiency by Getting 
the Most Out of Gmail & Google 
Calendar
Presenter(s): Christine Massaro
Tentatively Scheduled for September 17, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-12

Gmail and Google Calendar can effectively be used 
to simplify your life. This workshop will help inform 
you of the many functional uses for Gmail and Google 
Calendar. Use Gmail to not only read, write and re-
spond to emails, but also automatically sort or label 
incoming emails, save pre-written replies to incom-
ing emails, search emails, etc. Use Google Calendar 
to schedule an event, invite others to an event, RSVP 
to an event, share agendas, schedule resources/min-
utes, allow others to see your availability, manage 
group/department/building calendars, etc.

WORKSHOP NOT RUNNING
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Presenter(s): Brittany Kohler
Tentatively Scheduled for December 19, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades 5-12

This session will focus on utilizing the full function-
ality of PowerSchool Learning to help make your 
class more student-centered. Go beyond Discussion 
Boards, Assessments and Calendar-based Assign-
ments and delve into some of the 200+ widgets that 
embed into PowerSchool Learning.

Making Music Videos Using 
iMovie
Presenter(s): Joanne Iyo 
Tentatively Scheduled for February 26, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

iMovie is an innovative tool for students to showcase 
their knowledge.  Video is a powerful way to convey 
a message, and it has become a popular medium at 
Hillside Elementary School to promote character ed-
ucation and school spirit.  At Hillside it is used most 
often to create music videos but students also use it 
to create two-minute segments for daily news broad-
casts.  Workshop participants will learn about the 
video making process and how to integrate into their 
own teachers and learning iMovie for classroom use.

Personalized Learning and 
Student Choice in the Classroom
Presenter(s): AJ Bianco 
Tentatively Scheduled for November 15, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

Personalized learning and learning menus help cre-
ate powerful student-centered learning experiences! 
This workshop will explore several different methods 
of how students experience personalized learning in 
their classroom. Options for demonstrating under-
standing may include but are not limited to Websites, 
Portfolios, Blogs, Podcasts, Videos, Infographics and 
Slide Shows.  Collaborate and engage in discussions 
on how to best implement these strategies into your 
classroom.

Putting Google in the Gradebook: 
How to Use the G-Suite for Digital 
Assessments
Presenter(s): Andrew Conn
Tentatively Scheduled for January 28, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

Do you want to use laptops with your students as 
a tool to streamline formal assessments, increase 
data collection, and informally evaluate their prog-
ress without using a substantial portion of your class 
time? Come and explore how to use Google Forms, 
Goobric (a free and easy-to-use interactive rubric ex-
tension), and other G-Suite applications to bring your 
assessments into the digital age. To get the most out 
of this workshop, it is recommended that participants 
have access to Google Classroom for their own class-
es. There will be ample time to practice using these 
platforms so you may leave this session ready to give 
an online assessment the next day!

SAMR: Teaching Above the Line
Presenter(s): Marc Cicchino & 
Virginia Senande
Tentatively Scheduled for October 2, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades 4-12

The SAMR model is often used to help educators 
consider the role that technology might play in in-
struction, from Substitution and Augmentation to 
Modification and Redefinition. In this workshop, 
participants will unpack the SAMR model, review a 
variety of technologies through the SAMR lens, and 
revise and create lessons that “transform” instruction 
and engagement with technology. 

*Note: Participants are expected to bring a laptop, 
and are strongly encouraged to bring three “tradi-
tional” lesson or unit ideas to be “transformed” with 
technology.

WORKSHOP NOT RUNNING

WORKSHOP NOT RUNNING
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SMART Boards: 
What, Why, and How
Presenter(s): Kelly Stevens
Tentatively Scheduled for November 2, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-12

SMART Boards offer a broad range of learning op-
portunities for students. This workshop will help the 
teacher effectively use the SMART Board in their 
classroom. Beginning with what already exists in Mi-
crosoft Word, PowerPoint, and the Internet, teachers 
will add a new dimension to classroom strategies. Ba-
sic philosophies and procedures will be discussed and 
practiced. Additionally, Notebook software, provided 
by the SMART Board company, will be introduced 
adding another element to instruction. This work-
shop is best suited for participants who have access 
to a SMART Board in their school.

Special Projects with Digital Tools
Presenter(s): Laura Sullivan
Tentatively Scheduled for January 4, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades Pre-K-12

The wealth of digital resources for teachers is limit-
ed only by time and the guidance needed to discover 
it. This workshop, created at the request of teach-
ers, provides the opportunity for both. Participants 
will focus on a plan, and create lessons or units en-
hanced by the use of technology. As the standards 
indicate, this workshop will provide the opportunity 
to use technology and other tools to solve problems, 
collect data, and make decisions. The emphasis is on 
the opportunity to research and create. The end re-
sult can be a hands-on collection of digital resourc-
es and lessons or a media production using one of 
the applications available in the lab or on a teacher 
laptop or tablet such as Edpuzzle, Google Drive, Ka-
hoot, Quizizz, Quizlet, Padlet, Canva, Smore, Pow-
toons, Socrative, Google Products, SMART Notebook, 
Doctopus, Flubaroo, Pear Deck, Screencasting, Wizer, 
Flipgrid, etc.

STEM Hardware and NGSS
Presenter(s): Carl Quillen 
Tentatively Scheduled for March 13, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

STEM and the Next Generation Science Standards are 
here! This class will highlight some of the hardware 
that can be utilized to develop instruction that deliv-
ers the engineering components of the Next Genera-
tion Science Standards. The hardware highlighted will 
be Raspberry Pi computers, Snap Circuit Electronic 
Kits, Sparki and NAO robots. Coding that will be show-
cased includes Python, Scratch, Javascript and the Li-
nux operating system.  Participants will be introduced 
to these different pieces of hardware and shown how 
they have been used in Science and STEM Robotics 
classes to meet the new standards. The workshop 
will conclude with the participant given time to work 
with the hardware themselves.

Twitter for Education 
Professionals
Presenter(s): Jonathan Gray 
Tentatively Scheduled for December 14, 2018
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

Imagine a faculty room full of colleagues who are 
experts in their field, excited about teaching, willing 
to share all of their best ideas. Imagine access to the 
research, strategies and resources recommended by 
peers in the educational field. It exists and is called 
Twitter! If you are not using it, you are missing out.

Discover the potential of Twitter as the greatest 
source of individualized Professional Learning and in-
spiration now available to teachers. Participants will 
learn how to join countless educators worldwide to 
discuss, collaborate, and celebrate all things educa-
tion. Learn everything from account creation to un-
derstanding education chats, hashtags, trends and 
all things Twitter. Time will be allotted for discussing 
possible uses of Twitter in the classroom as well as 
developing your own PLN (Personal Learning Net-
work.)

WORKSHOP NOT RUNNING
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NE
W Using Data to Drive Instruction

Presenter(s): Marc Cicchino & 
Virginia Senande
Tentatively Scheduled for February 8, 2019
Recommended for Educators of Grades K-12

As educators, we are inundated with data -- the for-
mative assessments we implement in class, anecdot-
al notes we make in our plans, students’ benchmark 
scores on common performance tasks and state test 
scores. This workshop will explore the systematic 
process of collecting data, conducting an analysis, 
making a meaningful interpretation, and creating 
an actionable, data-driven path for moving forward. 
Participants will review digital assessment tools that 
help to streamline the data collection process, and 
we will explore effective analytical practices in Goo-
gle Sheets. 

*Note: Participants are expected to bring a laptop, 
and are strongly encouraged to bring a Google Sheet 
containing authentic student data for the purposes 
of conducting an authentic and meaningful analysis.

http://www.nvnet.org/regional_curriculum_office/professional_learning/facilitators


Professional Learning Academy
A Three Year Program

Instructional Skills Seminar
Consist of 2 days in the summer and 2 full days during the first year.  

Teachers will also receive at least 2 coaching visits.

Classroom Leadership

Assessment: Strategies for Design

Student Collaboration: Supporting Success with NJSLS

One Elective from Professional Learning Catalog

Asking Better Questions

Meeting Students Where They Are & Strategies for Growth

Action Research & Academy Graduation

One Elective from Professional Learning Catalog

Learn more about our Professional Learning Academy

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

http://www.nvnet.org/regional_curriculum_office/professional_learning/professional_learning_academy/



